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Bahamani. This in itself was an homage paid to Hindu influences,
which distinguished the Deccan Mahomedans from those of the
north, and which practically bore fruit, when Gangu was brought
over from Delhi, and placed in charge of the Finance Department
Thirdly, in consequence of this arrangement, the revenue
management and the charge of the treasury remained all along
in Hindu hands,—Brahmans and Khatris from Delhi, and these,
in due course of time, made way for the Deccan Brahmans and
Prabhus,
Fourthly, not only was the revenue management in native
hands, but later on, when the Bahamani made away for the five
separated kingdoms of Bijapur, Berars, Ahmednagar, Bedar, and
Golconda, the revenue accounts of villages and mahals were kept
in the vernacular in place of the foreign Persian or Urdu language.
Fifthly, there was another way in which the Hindu influence
operated upon the Mahomedan kingdom in the Deccan. The
revolt in 1347 against the Delhi Emperor, Mahomed Tagtdak,
though a conspiracy of Mahomedan nobles, became successful
chiefly by reason of the alliance of the Hindu kings of Telangana
and Vijaynagar with the rebels. The Hindu kingdom in Telangana
was subsequently subverted by the Bahamani kings, but the
kingdom of Vijaynagar continued to be a strong power for nearly
two centuries, till it was finally conquered by the alliance of the
five Mahomedan rulers in the battle of Talikot in 1564. This
Hindu power thus exerted, both in peace and in war, considerable
influence on the fortunes of the Mahomedan kings, and at times
it proved itself too strong even for the united armies of Golconda
and Ahmednagar. The third Bahamani king was forced to enter
into an agreement with the Vijaynagar king, by which the
indiscriminate slaughter of unarmed people, after a pitched battle,
was prohibited on both sides, and the prohibition was enforced
for a hundred years without any violation of the compact.
Sixthly, in consequence of this balance of power between
Hindus and Musalirians, the latter seldom indulged in those excesses
which distinguished their rule in Northern India, and the former
never suffered the depressions they felt elsewhere as an incidence
of foreign conquest. Mahomedan troops entered the Vijaynagar
service when dissatisfied with their own masters, and the Maratha
Siledars and Bargirs freely enrolled themselves first as auxiliaries,
and latterly as the most powerful contingent in the contending
armies. The second Bahamani king had a bodyguard of two
hundred Siledars. This training in arms brought education, power,
and wealth with it, and in the sixteenth century we meet with
Ghadges and Ghorpades, Jadhavs and Nimbalkars, Mores and

